Dubrovnik Declaration of EUNICoast’s Board of Rectors
Dubrovnik, 12 March 2026

Meeting in Dubrovnik, the thirteen universities of EUNICoast affirm their shared commitment to the principles that make peaceful, free, and democratic societies possible: reason, respect, dialogue, human dignity, freedom of thought, and the rule of law. 
Universities have a particular responsibility in society. They are places where truth is pursued through critical inquiry, where disagreement is addressed through argument rather than imposition, and where new generations learn the value of intellectual independence, reflection, responsibility, and respect for others. These values cannot flourish where violence prevails, where rights are denied, or where the rule of law is weakened.  
As an alliance of European universities, we also affirm our responsibility to cultivate among our students, staff, and the wider communities we serve a culture of reasoned debate, mutual respect, civic responsibility, and peaceful and constructive resolution of differences. We seek to advance these principles through our teaching, our research, our partnerships, and our public engagement. 
We issue this declaration in the belief that peace is not only the absence of war, but the presence of justice, the rule of law, freedom, and respect. These are essential conditions for universities to fulfil their mission. We therefore reject the normalization of violence, contempt for truth, and the erosion of democracy, all of which undermine peaceful coexistence. At the same time, we reaffirm our commitment to defend the conditions that make academic life possible and meaningful: freedom of thought and expression, institutional autonomy, respect for fundamental rights, and adherence to the rule of law. 

Signed:
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Prof. Michel Geoffroy – Université des Antilles
Prof. Susana Mira Leal – Universidade dos Açores
Prof. Matias Waller – Högskolan på Åland
Prof. Jaume Carot – Universitat de les Illes Balears
Prof. Milen Baltov – Burgaski Svoboden Universitet
Prof. Nebojša Stojčić – Sveučilište u Dubrovniku
Prof. Rado Bohinc – Evro-Sredozemska Univerza

Prof. Martin Zachariasen – Fróðskaparsetur Føroya
Prof. Pedro Lages dos Santos – Université Le Havre Normandie
Prof. Christos I. Bouras – Panepistimio Patron
Prof. Gavino Mariotti – Università degli Studi di Sassari
Prof. Ralph Sonntag – Hochschule Stralsund
Prof. Arkadiusz Terman – Zachodniopomorski Uniwersytet Technologiczny w Szczecinie
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